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LETTERS OF THOMAS PENN TO RICHARD 
HOCKLEY, 1746-1748. 

(Manuscript Division, Historical Society of Pennsylvania.) 

Dear Dick 

I wrote you on the 18 01 of May by Houston and Mes- 
nard, and sent you a few Lines by Cap* Hargrave, to 
condole with you on the death of my little Namesake, 
which gave mee a good deal of concern, as you had 
been so unfortunate before in loosing your other Child, 
at the same time your Brother and Sister were taken 
from you, which altogether was almost too much 
for you to bear ; and tho I had not time to write except 
a few Lines to M r Peters, I was unwilling to omit shew- 
ing you my affectionate concern; just after I sent that 
Letter I received an Express from my Sister with an 
account that poor Tommy was dead, and took post im- 
mediately for the hot Well, whither I went without 
stopping but to change My Horse ; my poor Sister was 
you may be sure under the greatest concern; and as 
She had been a sort of Nurse to my Brother for a long 
time, to her Son near a twelve month, and her daughter 
during the smal pox, those fatigues with the trouble 
she is under have a good deal affected her constitution 
and she is now in a bad State of health, however I hope 
in a few months wee shal be able to put her in pretty 
good order again. This Loss is a very great one to our 
Family, as Tommy was just what wee could have 
wished him, sober, ever industrious to do what he 
thought his duty, with the discretion of forty, sensible 
and well accomplished as to his Learning, being as 
good a Scholar his Master said as ever went thro his 
School, so that he might have been a good Friend to 
our Country, as well as his Family, had it pleased God 
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so to have ordered it; he was always calm and easy, 
better the morning he dyed than for several days be- 
fore, was dressed bnt being a little fatigued with it, 
sat down upon the Bed, laid h s head on the Pillow, 
went of without a Groan, or ti e least sign of pain, 
which he had generally been free . rom, and had no com- 
plaint but weakness and a cough Thus you may see 
wee have both our Tryals but they are such as fall in 
common to the human species, and wee must be content. 
Since I wrote you first I have received a Ooppy of 
your Letter of the 12 th of december, one by Cap* Martin 
of the 24 th of April, and a Coppy of it with a Let- 
ter of the 4 th of August by Cap* Budden, I fully 
expected to have seen your draft for the value of Shu- 
barts Bond, and kept the money by mee on purpose for 
it, so that if you wanted it you should have drawn as 
you must imagine I would appropriate the money to 
pay the Bill for if you should want it a few months 
henee, I shall pay much more money for it than I 
should have done in april when your Letter is dated, 
and you might have got the money in Philadelphia for 
your draft, if you could have staid without remitting 
your Self ; so that you have lain under some difficulty 
and the delay which you intended as a Compliment to 
mee will prove my loss, for I conclude M r Delancys con- 
tract, and the drafts for the Subsistance of the Troops 
will much lower the Exchange ; another time if I grant 
a request of yours put it immediately in execution be- 
cause I always order things so as to comply, and now 
I do not know whether you intend to draw, so that I 
must keep the money by mee, which had it been laid 
out would have brought in something, and I could have 
bought anything some months ago ten p Cent cheaper 
than now, but that I did not regard as you wanted it, 
if you can easily and without any difficulty do without 
drawing let me know it, or draw on mee which is most 
convenient, but you should never keep any body in an 
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uncertain state, for I never keep any money by mee but 
for my Expences, and if you had drawn when I did not 
expect it it might not have been convenient; in all busi- 
ness you should follow the directions of People at a 
distance, if you can least you disappoint them. I 
imagin'd you had dealt in some other things than those 
Mess rs Barclay Newberry and Samuel do, as there are 
many smaller goods that I imagine a larger proffit is 
got upon, on the whole I should be concernd if you have 
suffered your Self to remain under difficulty, to avoid 
drawing on mee, and desire you will either draw or let 
mee know you will not as soon as you can; the Ships 
now go full of Goods and several Merchants with them. 
humanity & compassion are due to unfortunate people 
but not to designing Knaves. 

As to Will Reed his Uncle Hyam will not do any 
thing for him, you will consider he has several children 
of his own, is only his great Uncle, tho he may have a 
pretty good Fortune is not esteemed very rich, and it 
cannot be expected he should pay two or three hundred 
pounds for him, but I will endeavour to perswade M r 
Hyam and Joseph Hyam who is now about to release 
him from Goal tho if he was my he should be there 
seven years if he lived. I cant bear such designing 
Villains. 

I received a Box of Fruit from Springetsberry, but 
the were not so good as the others sent in the Fall; as 
they were ripened chiefly by the Summers Sun. I am 
sorry the people are so Licentious as to break into the 
Garden at Springetsberry, and believe when I come 
over I shal build a Wall between that and M r Hamil- 
tons Land from M r Jones's, which will make it very 
inconvenient for them to visit us, and when the rest of 
the Ground is well paled round I shal hope to be secure. 
I ordered M r Lardner to Let only my own twelve Acres 
of Meadow, which was let before my departure to a 
Dutchman, the piece of Meadow belonging to us in M r 
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Turners Eoad is sufficient for Springetsberry and I 
think I gave no orders to let that. 

I am quite weary of the Vineyard for which only 
Jacob is kept at £35 a year but your last Letter gives 
mee some hopes that it may produce some thing, if 
that does not succeed when I come over. I shal much 
lessen it. 

I shal consent to their cutting down the Wood be- 
tween the Vineyard and the Field, but not that on the 
west side of it yet, that may be thinned, and would have 
any that is fit split into rough pales and laid by. the 
privit hedge that grows between the two Gardens may 
be taken upp if it grows into the Walks. 

I am sorry to hear your Mothers Affairs are no 
better, tho if £120. be all Shubart's debts amount to, 
besides my Mortgage and the Bond, there is some smal 
matter left, if Hudson was of Age when he gave the 
Bond, I suppose it may be recovered here out of his 
Fortune, or if M r Lawrence was sued as Administrator, 
if he had effects it might be got with you. I will en- 
deavour to find out some person that knows his Mother 
and get her spoke to on this business. I thought there 
must have been several Book debts owing, as 'tis com- 
mon with you to run upp scores at publick Houses, 
pray what are become of Shubarts other Children, are 
they a charge on your Mother; M™ Hockley's tender- 
ness towards your Mother is very commendable. I 
heartily wish she may live to breed upp her Children, 
and have some ease and pleasure in her latter days, in 
my last Letter I blamed you for not letting mee know 
how M re Hockley was, as in your Letter of the 26 th of 
April you informed mee she was very ill 

I am very pleased to hear Cap' Anderson is safe on 
his and his Owners account, as well as our own (for 
wee were Insured but £200.) and that he was obliged to 
alter his Voyage as the Adventure will be attended 
with a considerable promt, and to Lisbon with some 

Vol. XL.— 15 
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loss, I think M r Masters acted very generously as to 
the allowance for freight, and more especially to take 
of the 10/ a pipe on the Wine which I cannot see the 
pretence for as 50/ is you say the common freight; 
when any of the eight pipes are sent, let them be 
charged to the Persons accompt as directed, at the com- 
mon price the rest sell for, desire M r Lardner to ship 
one of them to M r Cross and draw on him for the value, 
he having desired a third should be sent for, and I 
dont know whether I shal write M r Lardner by this 
Conveyance, as to any others he must wait my Brothers 
orders, as to my Self I believe I shal not want any of 
them. 

I am glad my black Family have so well got over the 
smal pox, I see they are very numerous, and that Hagar 
is recovered, am obliged to D r Graeme for his care of 
them, and doubt not yours in anything that concerns 
mee ; as to the Expences M r J /ardner places them I sup- 
pose to account of charges, I would not have them want 
anything propper. 

As to the Interest on Miss. Fells Bond you will remit 
that at your Leisure, I did not so much want the money 
as to know what was due, you have not sent mee the 
date of Shubarts Mortgage, all the interest I suppose 
is due upon that, which will make the debt run pretty 
high, and I am afraid as M r Lardner received that 
money at 52| Exchange and foolishly kept it by him, 
til the exchange rose, the children will loose consider- 
ably by it, as it is not probable I imagine that it will be 
soon paid ... I observe the account of papers in my 
writing Table, the note of Shewbarts you will remem- 
ber, I do not mean that I want your Mother to pay it 
now, but whenever it shal be convenient some years 
hence, if it can be sooner. I suppose Sam Carpenters 
Note is of no Value. 

I am sorry to hear so bad an account of my Furni- 
ture which I hoped would have lasted as long as my 
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self, the Chairs in the Parlour were Maghogany, and if 
they have not been burnt or destroyed Claypool might 
fit them upp again, and with new Seats they would be 
as good as ever ; you speak of my old red Bed as if it 
was my great Grandmothers, when I look upon it a 
piece of Modern genteel furniture, it cost mee about 
sixty Guineas, and am sure if 'tis ready to fall to pieces 
it must have been much abused, since I came away, such 
furniture ought to last at least half a Century, wee 
have a bed at least three times as old at Hurley, how- 
ever I intend to bring over one Chintz or very good 
Cotton Bed and Furniture and have the Eed Bed made 
upp quite plain, which as I have a good set of Chairs 
and window Curtains will be very handsome, if the 
Damask was much faded I would have it dyed again, 
and made upp here, but if it is not it may be done there, 
the other things you mention I shall bring when I come 
but I cannot see my way clear yet, my Brother con- 
tinues in a very weak way, has lost all his flesh, his 
stomach very weak and uncertain, some days he cannot 
relish anything, and now and then eats a hearty din- 
ner and feels himself well, his medicines keep him from 
filling much with Water, but he cannot get strength, 
cannot bear the smel of Victuals so as to dine at Table, 
and is so weak that it is a fatigue to him to come down 
Stairs and get into his Chariot, and he wants help to 
go upp Stairs again, in this situation I cannot think of 
leaving him, and as to our Cause the Eebellion now 
happily extinguished, has put it of for a twelve month, 
and now it is put down for a hearing there are so many 
before it I cannot tell when it will be tryed; I assure 
you I long to see Pennsylvania and nothing but real 
duty and business can keep me from it. 

I am sorry you have put mee to so great an Expence 
for those two pictures which ought to be good, many 
Pictures of very famous Masters having been bought 
at Sales for half the price of one of these, and I think 
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it an Expence I cannot afford for such a gratification 
tho I am much pleased with good paintings, however 
I think it is better for mee to take them then throw 
them upon your hands, but desire you will not do any 
thing more of that kind, tho if he is a better painter 
than Sheybert they must be valuable. I would not have 
M r Lardner charge them to any account but if the Ex- 
change is not scandalously low, draw one me for the 
value, unless M r Lardner has any Cash of mine in my 
little Book in his hands, if he has he may charge it 
there, and by the accompts you sent mee there are sev- 
eral Sums received since my coming away, with which 
he might pay it, but the Accompt I wanted was not so 
much the accompts of the several people, as the D r and 
C cash account in the same Book ... I am here at a 
great Expence, and as soon as I come over and fix upon 
a place, I propose to build a very handsome substantial 
House, so that I must not lay out money in trifles, but 
leave them 'til the more necessary designs are per- 
fected, so that I shal think a little of this £70. expence 
and almost wish if any one long'o for them they would 
take them, but as you have fanci.3 them I will keep 
them, and if he is not gone desire he may draw your 
picture for mee, the same size with that of Tommy 
Freames in my parlour, let it be in a Cap and a loose 
morning dress, it is a three quarter piece, this I insist 
uppon. the prizes given abroad for paintings are not 
near so great as in England, and you may meet with 
them brought over to be sold, whole Collections to- 
gether, at publick Sales, often at very low prizes. 30 
Guineas is a great price for such a picture as M r 
Peters 's of one of the most famous ancient painters. 
I do not a little wonder M r Whitfield has met with so 
good a reception in Maryland, when they had him gen- 
erally in great contempt, and that he should be in the 
esteem of the persons you mention, I suppose he now 
behaves with a little more moderation and temper than 
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he did before, when it may truely be said he was eaten 
upp with Zeal, and too much elated with the Adoration 
of his Followers, enough to cause that effect on any 
Man; the Character you enclose mee is a very great 
one, I am glad to hear he is so much esteemed, no doubt 
he has good abilitys and inclinations and may be a use- 
full Man, I take it they are a little altered on both sides 
and when that is the Case people generally choose to 
agree, and become friendly to each other. I wonder at 
the Offer made him in Maryland and his refusal, does 
he make Sermons! 

You may keep the Key of my Book case til wee meet 
or further order. 

I would not have anything said by my Friends about 
the Ferry, and cannot conceive what you mean by say- 
ing, if it should be tryed Philadelphia would be a very 
impropper place for my Family on many acco u unless 
you mean an impropper one for trying it, in which I 
agree, but that it would be an impropper one to live 
in after a Tryal I do not understand. 

I hope M r Lardner has eased himself of some of his 
money, as he writes mee the Exchange was falling. I 
have wrote M r Peters about the new intended Town, but 
have not received any draft of what William Parsons 
proposes, since wee bought the land of M r Lawrence, 
nor on what part of it they propose to lay it out, as 
soon as I see their proposals I will consider them and 
return an answer by the next Ship. 

Nothing can be done with regard to Whartons pre- 
tensions, til they begin to sue for the Land, and M r 
l'nglis has it now in possession. I have bought Marsh's 
Lots next mee at a great price. 

I am glad to hear the Town thrives so fast, and wish 
they were but truely sensible of their own happiness, 
then would it be the greatest pleasure of my Life to 
live among them, and to do them every good office in 
my power, as I have taken it for my province to be most 
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nearly concerned with them, and can truely say there 
is no hazard which I would not undertake for their wel- 
fare which I would for my own, and they will see hy 
and by, the little care I have taken of my Family con- 
cerns will be of great advantage to them in time to 
come, and add weight to their interest here which I am 
sure I have ever had in my view. 

I have not seen my Family since I received your last 
Letter, when I go into the Country I shal acquaint them 
with your good wishes, which they will receive with 
great pleasure, and return them with as great sincerity. 
I desire you will give my kind Love to your Wife an 
Mother and with sincere wishes for your and their wel- 
fare I remain 

Dear Dick 
Your very sincere and affectionate Friend 
London Sept. 18. 1746. Tho. Penn. 

Pray remember mee to Tommy I want to know how he 
goes on. 

"When you write to my Sister dont be long on her late 
loss. When I write Bishop Vickeris shal let him know 
what you say. You will not forget two or three Hams 
& by the next Ship I will send you a hamper or two of 
Beer. I am sorry to hear Jenkins's Chintz proved so 
bad and believe I must bring you another for a present. 
I had a Letter from Peter Greeme two days ago, he 
writes mee he has been visited by both Armys, and had 
a Son born last month. 

Pray what is become of Cloe dont let her be dis- 
posed of, if your Wife does not want her I intend to 
have her my Self, send mee all the Battle Snakes you 
can get. My Brother called to mind the other day the 
Beef Stakes wee used to have in Lombard Street, and 
wish'd he could have some done as your Mother used 
to have them done pray get mee a receipt from her. 
send me all the Battle Snakes you can get. I cannot 
conceive how Sam 1 Fana 's account came into my little 
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Books for 9 Years Bent on my Brothers Lot at £5.10. 
a Year this must belong to him. let mee have the Cash 
account in that Book by first that I may see what is in 
hand I do not remember any thing of this Article or 
that of John Saunders's for Land at the great swamp, 
let mee know what Cash on these accounts M r Lardner 
is in possession of. 

Dear Dick 

My last was by the Otter Sloop a Coppy of which is 
on the other side, since which time I have received 
your Letter of the 3 d of february by the Beulah Cap* 
Child, and another of the 19 th by way of Londonderry, 
in them were enclosed first and second Bills drawn by 
John Lawson on Alexander Black for £9.16.9 of which 
I cannot say anything more than that two days ago I 
sent the first for acceptance, they having come to mee 
just after I went to Bath, where I was with all our 
Family about two months, and I did not think it worth 
sending upp for acceptance, as I have mentioned going 
to the Bath I must tel you, my Brother has been for 
several years advised to drink Bath Waters for a sort 
of Cholick that has been troublesome to him; and I 
thought they would remove an indigestion that my 
Sister has been long subject to, as well as that the 
Company and diversions of the place would be an 
amusement to her, this induced mee to take her down, 
and I think they have both found great benefit from the 
Journey. 

M r Vigor forwarded the Musquet Cartouck Box and 
a Cutlash mounted with Silver, but plain, by Cap' Mes- 
nard, they are all good of the sort, the Musquet the 
same the Gentlemen Voluntiers had in London at the 
time of the Rebellion, the cost I cannot yet tel you but 
shal enclose it when I get it from M r Vigor, when you 
want any such thing to be bought, tho of ten times the 
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value, you need not give your Self the trouble to pro- 
cure a Bill before hand, but you may order it to be paid 
after you know what it amounts to, you need not make 
any excuse for desiring such things from mee. 

I am wel pleased our people are so wel trained, and 
only wish they were so by a propper Authority but I 
admire there are so very few dutch among them. 

The Beulah was taken and retaken, my Box of 
oranges was I suppose taken by the French, however 
they left me a Box of Laws which I am much better 
pleased with. I think you could not expect the as- 
sembly should give any thing for your defence, they 
give to the Indians only to procure their Friendship. 

I thank you for your congratulation on my escape 
from Bergen opzoom, I was much pleased with my 
visit to it, and probably had I not gone thither, should 
never have seen a Town in the same situation, the 
people little expected to see it taken when I was there, 
eight days before it was. the Fortifications are a work 
beyond anything I could conceive in use, the Garrison 
in high Spirits, and wel supplyed with every necessary, 
the firing was very brisk, and Balls and Bombs flew 
thick as Rockets on a Lord Mayors night, but wee were 
in little danger, tho my curiosity led mee to some of the 
out works, where they fired Musquet shot whenever 
they saw any one taking a view of their Works. I con- 
gratulate you in my turn on the stop that is put to this 
bloody work, by the signing the Preliminarys with 
France, which is done on the Fort of delivering upp 
the places taken since the War by each party; the 
French have by it sacrificed a great Country, but their 
own was so drained of Men, money and Provisions that 
their people were starving, and their Trade, by our late 
successes at Sea, so reduced, as in another year they 
expected a total stop would be put to it. on our part 
the Dutch were within a month of being over run by the 
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French Army, both their Troops and the Austrians 
being far short of the Quotas agreed on, so that wee 
had not a force sufficient to oppose them; the Austrians 
who should have been 60,000 it is said were not above 
18,000 Men. had they sent their full number into the 
Field, wee should have drove the french into their own 
Country, and made our own Terms with them, how- 
ever peace I think is best for you, and indeed this is 
better for the Queen of Hungary than could have been 
expected the beginning of the War; and I think wee 
may in a great measure thank the people of New 
England and S r Peter Warren for it. 

I do not know in what manner our appointing M r 
Hamilton Governor may be talked of with you, but I 
think he has more understanding and honour, than 
most Governors sent from hence, and cannot but make 
himself agreable to all, but those whose envy will cause 
them to look with an evil Eye on one of themselves be- 
come their superiour. had we known M r Thomas would 
not. have stayed perhaps a Governor might have been 
sent before. I am sorry you lost so much by the Lot- 
tery, and hope it will be the last money you will loose 
that way. I shal now conclud with my Sisters and my 
kind Love to you and best wishes for yours and M™ 
Hockleys happiness in all respects — 

Dear Dick 
Your very sincere and affe to Friend 
London June 16. 1748. Tho. Penn 

M r Hamilton will sail in two Months. 

I desire you will send my two handled Cup by the 
first Ship, and procure for mee a Turkey Cock and Hen 
of the true wild breed, or two of each sort, and send 
them by some carefull Captain, let me know the ex- 
penee. pray use your endeavours to procure them of 
the right sort as they are for a present to a very good 
Friend. 
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Silver Cutlash £3.3 Belt 10/6 £3. 13. 6 

Musquet Bayonet Moulds W a 3. 3. — 

Cartouck Box shoulder strap & Sling ... — 10. 6 
Case — 3. 6 



£7. 10. 6 
Dear Dick 

The above is Coppy of my last since which time I 
have received your Letter of the 17 th of June via Lisbon 
with a Coppy of one of the 11 th of May that was sent 
by the Riche Cap* Burk, As to wheat I shal write you 
perhaps in a few days, but am welpleased you did not 
buy any on the hint M r Lardner gave you, as wee were 
somewhat mistaken in our advices, it is now said that 
commodity will be wanted all the year in France and 
Italy, but I observe it is 4/3 d a Bushel with you, and if 
large orders go, will amount to a shilling higher soon, 
which with the freight will make it rise too high for any 
proffit. 

I am sorry to hear that you lent that vile Fellow Will 
Reed such a sum of money, and thought £70. Sterling, 
which I conceived a very great Sum, was the whole, 
however it is all undoubtedly lost and I hope will pre- 
vent you from ever lending money to such people any 
more, else you cannot be safe or your family. I think 
you should not send any adventures to the West Indies 
for returns, but what remittances you make should be 
in the best Bills, tho you give two or three p Cent ex- 
traordinary for them, as it is a very great loss to you 
to be so long out of your money, & the above mentioned 
loss, with the £200 to Jamaica should be a caution to 
you to act as securely as possible. M r Lardner writes 
to mee, to know whether I expect to have Rebecca Steels 
money paid, by her desire, if She pays it and It will be 
of Service to you as you have been so much disap- 
pointed by M r Branson you may take it, and give your 
Bond for the Sterling money in my Name to M r Lard- 
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ner. I shal give her three years free of Interest from 
the 6 th of January 1741. when I paid it to you for her 
—you would never have been paid by Eeed, how could 
he live on £125 a year in Jamaica, when he could not 
for twice the money in Pennsylvania. Minot & Reed 
wrote mee they had remitted your money by a Man of 
War so that it is here at last, I am sorry that should 
have hindered you from getting Goods for so long a 
time. 

I have wrote M r Peters with regard to the Town on 
Schuylkill, but cannot think it worth your while to let 
any five or ten Acre Lots near it; to let them forever 
would be I think wrong, as you cannot get any con- 
siderable Eent for them, and I think you had better 
sell them than do that, and indeed if you have so lost 
your Stock, as to be two year and a half without Goods, 
on a disappointment of £400, you will find it necessary 
to sell them, or you cannot go on with any business, I 
was in hope that with the money you had, and the £500, 
I lent you you could have kept upp a Store, and have 
lived on the promts of it. I desire you will inform mee 
what you could let these Lots for, and on what Terms 
before you do sell or let them; besides the time to let 
them is after people are setled and want them, and you 
may then sell the Timber for something, which before 
they begin to build will be of little value, you might 
have lodged conditional orders for your Goods, if the 
money arrived, which would have saved you a year. 

As to the Meadow I cannot remember the Situation 
but I think it is mentioned in the Warrant and was to 
be taken either nearest to the Town, or if W m Logans 
was ordered there, next to his, you should speak to M r 
Peters not M r Lardner, who from the Warrant can give 
orders about it, or at least represent it so to mee that 
I can immediately order it, but there was a Warrant 
signed, therefore I wonder you should talk of my 
ordering M r Lardner to let you have it. I am not at all 
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disobliged at your selling the Land about Manotawny, 
but I am sorry you should have been obliged to do it, 
for want of taking propper care of your substance ; if 
you were to sell the whole, and imploy it to advantage 
in Trade, I should be welpleased, but to see your sub- 
stance lessened, while others are encreasing theirs, 
cannot but afford mee disagreable reflections, however 
I hope you will in future have better success. 

I observe what you say about Virgil, M r Lardner 
should order him any necessarys he may want, if he is 
industrious and lives as much as he can from the place, 
as for Jacob I have ordered M r Lardner to turn him of. 

I am wel pleased to hear some stop is put to the 
Flags of Truce, but did not think your Collector would 
have seized them. 

I believe the Military preparations have been of ser- 
vice, but they will now no doubt discontinue their meet- 
ings, or at least as soon as peace is proclaimed. 

The Ballance of the account of Sales of the Wine 
you should pay to M r Lardner to whom I have given 
orders what to do with it. 

I have read the Messages and observe what you say 
as to that matter, but the change of Affairs making 
those disputes unnecessary, shal say nothing further 
than that I hope soon to hear the Minds of People are 
more quiet and better reconciled to each other. 

In M r Hamilton's things is sent the blue and white 
Cotton which M r Barclay says is best for a Bed, and 
Window Curtains, which you will send to him for, it is 
wrote on, as put in by my order by M r Barclay, the 
paper is not sent, as I want first to know the size of the 
two Eooms you would hang, and the exact measure 
from the moulding about three feet high to the Cornice 
at the top or if no Cornice to the Ceiling, and from that 
moulding to the Skirting board at Bottom, that I may 
fit the pattern to it. enclosed is a Bill of Lading for 
two Cases, a Ream of paper, and a Claw, like that of a 
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Table, the large Case contains a Eeflecting Tellescope, 
to which the Stand belongs, and some Books, which I 
send the Library Company, the Books are four 
Volumns of Voyages lately published, Lord Anson 
Voyage with the Book of Maps; the Tellescope my 
Brother bought with an intention to send to the Com- 
pany, and which I now do in pursuance of that inten- 
tion, the other Case contains my Busts, which if you 
do not like so well as a Picture, send it to my House 
and I will send you a picture, the Ream of paper you 
will send to M r Lardner. 

I am very glad to hear you live with your Family 
in so friendly a Manner, but concerned to hear you have 
lost your little Boy. pray give my kind Love to your 
Wife my good wishes attend her, your Self and little 
Billy. I am 

Dear Dick 

Your very affectionate Friend 
London August 31. 1748. Tho Penn 

My Brother is obliged to you for your Compliment 
and sends you his good wishes. I am glad to hear 
Billy is so healthy a Child. 

As I once wrote you, is there no way of getting Iron 
from the Old Man?, tho if you could just provide for 
your Family and a trifle more, it may be better to let 
Matters stand as they are, or if he would lend you 
money, to increase your Stock in Trade, it might be of 
Use to you, and by talking of the advantages made of 
money in business one would think he might be induced 
to it. I am much concerned for your welfare which en- 
gages mee on this subject. M r Fells children are now 
of Age, and I should be glad to get in the money Lent 
Shewbart on the Mortgage, which I desire you will en- 
deavour to get mee, your Mother should think of clear- 
ing the Interest, and then some person would take it 
by an Assignment. I write to M r Lardner on this sub- 
ject, pray let me know what Stock of Horses or Cattle 
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are at Springetsbery and if any Sheep. Thomas is in- 
formed John Branson has donghters bnt will soon be 
more particularly informed. I send Deer by this ship, 
have you Shewbarts Note to mee for about £40 ster- 
ling? how does your Mother go on! if it is not conveni- 
ent do not think of it. 

P. S. Since I wrote the above M ra [torn] has given 
mee a Eeceipt for pickling Sturgeon as she used to do 
it in Eusshia which I desire you will put in practice 
for Mee for six Caggs, and give mee an account of all 
the charge ; if this should come to hand in time before 
the Winter sets in, you may probably do some the be- 
ginning of November, by a Ship that may be here this 
Winter, else in the Spring Season, but if you can both, 
as if it should prove good I may oblige some persons 
of distinction with it. you should get Lisbon or good 
Rhenish Wine for I think Madera will not do. 



